Anti-tumour therapy in paraneoplastic neurological disease.
Paraneoplastic neurological syndromes have attracted attention in recent years. Detection of auto-antibodies directed against CNS and PNS structures have suggested an autoimmune etiology. This review is based on reports from the past 10 years and summarizes the therapeutic results in 258 patients suffering from paraneoplastic neurological disease including paraneoplastic encephalomyelitis, sensory neuronopathy, cerebellar degeneration, motor neurone disease and stiff man syndrome. The results show that in some entities such as Lambert-Eaton syndrome successful treatment can be expected. In other syndromes such as subacute sensory neuronopathy or paraneoplastic cerebellar degeneration therapeutic success varies from 5 to 10%.